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FRANCE IN THE WORLD
(i943)
Translated from the French by NELL BURNETT
THE present state of Europe and the world is reminiscent of the
famous banquet scene in Macbeth: France plays the part of
Banquo's ghost. Upon the international scene a great absence is
felt: that of a France, mistress of her own destiny, able to play her
traditional role in Europe and in the world. The liberation of her
Empire could in no way compensate for the enslavement of the
mother country; no re-establishment of Europe is possible if it does
not include the liberation and the re-establishment of France. But,
fundamentally, this liberation and this re-establishment can only
be achieved by France herself, by a French nation which refounds
her institutions, regathers her strength, contributes directly to
rebuilding the new Europe and the new world.
These are commonplaces upon which everyone is agreed. And
yet, outside France there are few people who understand often
enough or fully enough what the absence of France means, what is
involved if France's return is to be as great an advantage to the
common cause as we hope it may be. France will be physically
liberated; officially she will recover her sovereignty; her rank as a
great power will be recognized. But it is not impossible that her
liberty, sovereignty and rank will be restored to her in a form which'
will make her re-establishment no more than a mockery, and France
herself no more than magni nominis umbra.
What are the essentials if France is really to be capable of re-
making her home and foreign policy ? The time has come when that
question should be asked, and it is fitting that it should be asked
in La France Libre. For to-day the liberation of France is nearer
than it was possible to hope in the dark days of the winter of 1940,
when this review published its first number. Moreover, it is easier
to-day to assess the true position of France; it is easier to gauge the
gap left by her absence; its consequences are more apparent after
three years of Vichyism.
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